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A sidings Think-belt

for 20,000 students .

By Hugo Young, Social Services Correspondent

RAILWAY sidings, disused coal-
mines, and a campus measuring
twelve miles by nine are the main
features of the latest, and surely
most original, response to the
country’s need for more higher
education. This academic nirvana,
planned to the last piece of rol-
ling-stock, is ready to be thrust
upon the unsuspecting citizens of
North Staffordshire under a suit-
ably futuristic title: The Potteries
Think-Belt.

In the Think-Belt there would
be no grants, only salaries. There
would be no Halls of Residence
on grassy hillsides, but local
authority housing, of revolution-
ary design, overlooking coal-tips
and shared, democratically be-
tween students and local citizens.

The four varieties of house en-
visaged would be called, with
aggressive disrespect for conven-
tional primness, Sprawl, Battery,
Capsule and Crate. Some would
provide 100 per cent artificially
controlled living, with no
windows ‘and no fresh air.

Instead of monumental lecture-
halls, there would be mobile
seminar units in railway trucks,
operating from custom-built sid-
ings, among which the units, not
to mention the self-teach mobile
carrels, could be shunted at will.
Laboratories for the mere simula-
tion of scientific truth would be
out. Real factories, producing real
contributions to the white-hot

technological revolgtion, wonldi

be in.

The instigator of this vision is
architect Cedric Price, a Pot-
teries man whose other ventures
include the projected Fun Palace
for South London. Price has sur-
veyed the entire area, selected 33
sites for development, which
would involve no demolition, and
made detailed drawings of build-
ings, sidings and mobile units.
The Belt would take seven years
to construct, and cost about £80
million. Three  Government
departments have asked for the
plans.

Price believes that the present
new universities are too small,
too exclusive, too detached from
society, and too attached to the

medieval origins of the system.

Architecture, he insists, must
increase the range of choice, not
settling on some ultimate good—
an ideal which the Think-Belt
would doubtless fulfil.

Mobility and impermanence
would be the motto. Even the
three massive “ transfer areas,”
the static teaching centres, would
be built for flexibility. There
would be room for 20,000 stu-
dents, located between the outer
points at Meir, Madeley and Pitts
Hill, which enclose all of Arnold
Bennett’s five towns. They would
catch the railbus every day to the
appropriate siding, or the railbus
might come to them and stay for
the length of a seminar.
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